G. C., AGED 47, a builder, was admitted to hospital for a tumour in the right loin. Eighteen months previously he had complained of shooting pains in the buttock and calf, which were supposed to be sciatica, and he was treated for that complaint. At times the pain was acute, but in the intervals it was merely of a dull aching character, and was increased on taking exercise. The swelling in the iliac fossa and loin was only noted one week before admission. It extended upwards as far as the lower border of the ribs, and projected forwards into the abdomen as far as the mammary line. It was elastic to the touch, and almost gave the sensation of fluid under pressure, but on the introduction of an exploring needle nothing but a little blood was obtained. It was quite fixed and immobile. The pain was very severe, even whilst the patient was lying in bed, and he frequently required morphia. Radiographically there is some slight irregularity of the ilium and apparent thinning of the bone, but nothing very definite.
Operation being obviously out of the question, treatment by Coley's fluid (obtained from Parke, Davis and Co.) was relied on. Twenty-two injections were given up to Christmas, and as a rule a well-mnarked reaction, followed by profuse sweating, was secured. The dose has never exceeded five minims, and a severe reaction always followed that dose. The result has been very striking in the shape of a gradual diminution in the size of the swelling, which, however, still remains very large; but more especially in the disappearance of the pain, and a general feeling of improvement in his health and strength. He has recently had an interval of treatment and was out of hospital for two or three weeks, and complained but little of pain during that period. Treatment has again been started, the injections being made into or around the growth, and the cedema to be seen in the loin is the result of the local injections. Five minims of the fluid are given two or three times a week, and the improvement appears to be still continuing. His general condition is decidedly good.
